Making your 

Calling & Election 

Sure 

A practical study guide to Christianity & Discipleship 




Feikoab Parimah 





Unless otherwise stated, all scripture quotations are from the World 
English Bible (WEB). All emphasis are mine 

Copy right ©2016 by Feikoab Parimah. 

All rights reserved. No part of this work should be reproduced in any 
form, for the purpose of merchandise. However, parts of this work can 
be reproduced without prior permission of the author, and source duly 
credited as spiritual and academic honesty demands. If reason(s) are 
contrary to this, then approval should be sought from the author before 
any action is taken. Piracy is theft and it attracts eternal consequences 
even if one escapes the grips of the law. For this reason, all concerned 
should take note. 

Publisher: 

Living scroll Publications 

P. O. Box WY 423, Kwabenya, Accra-Ghana 

Cover design by: 

Typeset: 

Adzimah Adelaide 


Contact the author via: feikoabparimah@yahoo.com 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 


INTRODUCTION . 1 

Chapter one 

THE GREAT COMMISSION . 2 

Chapter two 

OBEYING THE GOSPEL. 17 

Chapter three 

WHAT YOU MUST KNOW AS A DISCIPLE . 30 

Chapter four 

THE GRACE OF GOD. 38 

Chapter five 

BEWARE OF LEAVEN . 41 

Chapter Six 

THE WORD OF GOD. 49 

Chapter seven 

EVANGELISM - OUR CALL . 69 

Chapter eight 

WHO IS GOD? . 86 

Chapter Nine 

WHAT A SHERPHED MUST KNOW. 94 


ARE YOU PREPARED FOR CHRIST'S SECOND COMING? . 125 

OTHER TITLES . 128 















INTRODUCTION 


This book is purposely written for personal as well as 
group Bible studies. Those engaged in evangelism and 
church planting could also use it as a guide in building 
new converts. However, I must caution that it is not to 
replace your Bible, as God can deal with you through His 
word independent of it. The topics covered are not 
exhaustive, but serves to create a platform that would 
help answer some often asked questions both from 
converts and those who have a desire to mature in Christ. 
May the Good Lord guide your way as you read this book, 
and also use it in group discussions. 
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THE GREAT COMMISSION 

The prophets of old prophesied concerning Jesus Christ's 
death, burial and resurrection. True to God's word, all the 
prophesies relating to His first conning were fulfilled; 


"He said to them, '"This is what 0 tofdyou, white 0 was stiff 
with you, that aff thinas which are written in the Law of 
Ivtoses, the prophets, andthe psafms, concerning me must he 
fuffiffed. Then he opened their minds, that they miyht 
understand the Scriptures. He said to them, "Thus it is 
written, andthus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer andto 
rise from the deadthe thirdLay..." Lufe 2.4:44 -48 

He, after His resurrection from the dead, gave you and I 
the charge to go and preach the gospel to all men. We are 
to also teach them to observe all that He had taught the 
disciples (who we are too); 
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THE GREAT COMMISSION 


"Therefore goj and mahe disciples of ad nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Tather and of the Son and of the 
\7-tofg Spirit, teaching them to ohst 


verve a(( things that 0 


co 


mmandedgou. Ttehofd, 0 am withgou afwags, even to the 
end of the age." Amen." "Matthew z8:iq~Z0 [empha 
mine] 


nasis is 


It is worth pondering over the underlined portions of the 
scripture. The command is to go, make disciples of all 
nations, and to teach them to obey all that He had 
commanded the disciples. This can only be done by 
knowing the teachings of Christ (the red letters in your 
Bible if any). Before we can carry out this great 
commission, we need to pay heed to the voice of Jesus 
Christ; 


■come 


"liutgou wi((receive power when the Tdofg Spirit has ( 
upongou. you will he witnesses to me in ]erusa(em, in ad 
]udea andSamaria, andto the uttermost parts of the earth." 
Acts 1:8 


One can only be an effective tool in the hands of God in 
winning and discipling souls if he obeys the above 
scripture. Therefore, if you are using this material, bear 
the following scripture in mind always; 
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CHAPTER ONE 


"you didn 't choose me, hut 0 choseyou, andappointedyou, 
that you shouldyo andhear fruit, andthat your fruitshould 
remain;... "John ij:i6 


The definition of a disciple 

Discipleship is a matter so dear to the heart of our Lord 
and savior Jesus Christ. Therefore it is very important to 
take His definition as the final authority; 

"Of anyone comes to me, and doesn't hate his own father, 
mother, wife, children, brothers, andsisters,yes, andhis own 
life also, he can 'the my disciple. Whoever doesn 'thear his own 
cross, and come after me, can't he my disciple." 
£ufei4.-zh~Z/ 

The genesis of a disciple 

There is a cost involved in becoming a disciple of Jesus 
Christ. Therefore it is very important for one to assess the 
cost before giving his life to Christ. Evangelists and 
Christians in general who will preach the gospel to the 
lost should not rush them into repeating certain prayers 
after them, but to make them carefully consider the 
decision they are going to make; 
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"Tor which of you, desiriny to builda tower, doesn't first sit 
down and'count the cost, to see if he has enouyh to complete it? 
Or perhaps, when he has laid a foundation, andis notable to 
finish, everyone who sees heyins to mocf him, sayiny, 'This 
man hey an to huild, and wasn't able to finish." 
£.ut$U±:Z&~$0 


So before you receive the grace of God, you have to 
consider the cost of becoming a disciple. You cannot 
have both the world and Jesus Christ. A clear choice has 
to be made between forsaking the pleasures of the world 
in order to follow Jesus Christ and the rejection of Jesus 
to gain the world. They are two opposite ways. How can 
you walk on two opposite paths at the same time, or look 
up and down at the same time?; 

"No servant can serve two masters, for either he willhate the 
one, andlove the other; or else he willholdto one, anddespise 
the other, you aren't able to serve Qodand mammon" 
d.ufe<6:i$ 


CHAPTER ONE 


i=rrr=r—- 

talk about discipleship? 
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How can one become a disciple? 

We have already learned about the fact that, before 
someone can become a disciple of Jesus Christ, he or 
she needs to count the cost of becoming one. After one 
counts the cost, he must bear in mind that he must obey 
the gospel of our Lord and savior Jesus Christ. However, 
in this end-time it is important to know from the onset that 
you have started aright (Whether you have obeyed the 
true Jesus, true gospel or received the right spirit); 


",.. But 0 am afraid that somehow, as the serpent deceived 
'Eve in his craftiness, so your minds micjht he corruptedfrom 
the simp ficity that is in Christ Eor if he who comes preaches 
another Oesus, whom we did not preach, or if you receive a 
different spirit, whichyou did not receive, or a different yood 
news", which you did not 
enouyh. "zCor. 

The True Jesus 

Be careful in this end-time, as false prophets and 
teachers are preaching another Jesus who we cannot 
find in the scriptures. The true Jesus in the Bible during 
His first coming to this earth was not beautiful to behold; 


accept, you put up with that well 
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",.. there is no beauty that we shoutddesire him. 'He was 
despised, and rejected by men; a man of sufferiny, and 
acquaintedwith disease: andns one from whom men hide their 
face he was despised; andwe didn't respect him. Surety he has 
home our sickness, and carried our sufferiny; yet we 
consideredhim pfayued, struck hy Gjod, andafftided\Hut he 
was pierced for our transyressions, he was crushed for our 
iniquities; the punishment that hrouyht our peace was on him; 
and{?y his wounds we are heated..." 9saiahj$:i~iZ 

But false prophets and teachers these days have to 
polish the word of God in order to make it attractive to the 
world. The word the early disciples preached was not 
pleasant to their hearers; 


"'But 9, brothers, if 9 stiffbreach circumcision, why am 9 stiff 
persecuted? Then the stumhtiny htock of the cross has been 
removed." tfatatiansy.-ii 


"9fthe wortdhates you,you know that it has hatedme before 
it hatedyou. 9fyou were of the wortd, the wortdwoutdfove its 
own. But because you are not of the wortd, since 9 choseyou 
out of the wortd, therefore the wortd hates you. Bpmemher 
the wordthat9saidtoyou: 'A servant is notyreater than his 
tord.' 9fthey persecuted me, they witta tso persecute you. 9f 


THE GREAT COMMISSION 


they kept my word, they will k^p yours also. Hut all these 
thinys will they do to you for my name's safe, because they 
don 'tlnow him who sent me. "John iJ:<8~Z< 


Scripture makes us to understand that Jesus was meek 
and lowly in heart; 


"Take my yoke uponyou, andlearn from me, for 0 amyentle 
and lowly in heart; and you will find rest for your souls. 
JAatthew H;2CJ 


The false teachers and prophets these days rather mind 
high things and teach their congregants to live luxurious 
or opulent life style, which was contrary to the practice of 
the apostles; 


"Tor our exhortation is not of error, nor of uncleanness, norm 
deception... Tor neither were we at any time foundusiny 
words of flattery, as you know, nor a cloak of covetousness 
lCjod is witness]nor seefiny ylory from men..." 
{ Thessalonians zyiO also check]ude ih~i8 


If you want to know the true Jesus, then go back to the 
scriptures and study what Jesus taught and match it with 
the teachings of false prophets and teachers these days. 


CHAPTER ONE 


By so doing you will be sure you would not believe in a 
false Christ, since the spirit of the anti-Christ is already in 
operation; 


"Eeloved, don't believe every spirit, hut test the spirits, whether 
they are of Cjod, because many fafse prophets haveyone out 
into the wo Ad. 'Ey this you hnow the Spirit of Cjod every 
spirit who confesses thatOesus Christ has come in the flesh is of 
Cjod, andevery spirit who doesn 'f confess thatOesus Christ has 
in the flesh is not of Cjod, and this is the spirit of the 


come 


antichrist..." i CohnalsochecfzOohn J~iO 


DISCUSSION comes to them today? 

V win people identify Jesus 

rejected Him at His first coming? ^ when taWn g 

y What other scriptures com 
a boutthe true Jesus of the Bible? 
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The True gospel 

For us not to believe in another gospel, it is very important 
for us to know the true gospel that the apostles preached. 
Paul defined the gospel that he preached to be; 


"Now 0 dec fare to you, brothers, the Gjood News which 0 
preached to you, which afsoyou received, in which you also 
stand... Tor 0 defivered to you first ofaff that which 0 afso 
received: that Christ died for our sins accordiny to the 
Scriptures, that he was huried, that he was raisedon the third 
day accordiny to the Scriptures," {Corinthians 


Paul's definition gives us a guideline as to what the 
ingredients necessary for our salvation is, and what our 
focus should be when we are watching out for the true 
gospel of Jesus Christ. According to his definition, Christ 
was crucified and died for our sins and for that matter our 
old man also needs to be crucified; 


"who his own seffhore our sins in his body on the tree, that we, 
haviny died to sins, miyht five to riyhteousness; by whose 
stripes you were heafed." iTeter 2:24 


The baptism of water is also very much needed for the 
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salvation of a person as it makes him to identify with the 
death of Christ; 

"Or don't you know tfiat adwe who were baptizedinto Christ 
Jesus were baptizedinto his death? Ji/e were huriedtherefore 
with him throuyh baptism to death, thatjust fife Christ was 
raisedfrom the dead throuyh the yfory of the father, so we 
afso miyht waffin newness of fife... "Romans 6 . 3 - 4 , 4 - 3 , H 
afso checfj 'Peter^Zi; Cofossians Z:iZ 

The resurrection of Christ also depicts our baptism in the 
Holy Spirit and our future resurrection. For it is only those 
who are sealed by the Holy Spirit who will resurrect from 
the dead or be caught up at the glorious appearing of our 
Lord and savior Jesus Christ; 

"in whom you afso, haviny heardthe wordof the truth, the 
Gjood News of your safvation,—in whom, haviny afso 
hefieved, you were seafed with the Nofy Spirit of promise," 
Ephesians M 3 

", ..to the end he may estahfish your hearts hfamefess in 
hofiness before our Gjod and Eat her, at the cominy of our 
Lord Jesus with aff his saints" 1 Ehessafonians 3:iZ~<3 afso 
checfi Ehessafonians 4 : 14 ~ 1 J 
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So when you are armed with these cardinal points of the 
gospel then you will be sure to test whether you are 
obeying the true gospel or not. 


^Sl 9 ospeU h a tm enp re a rr ^ 

✓ do they contain the essentials of the true gospel. 

✓ Whatwasyourunderstandingof atruegospe . 

✓ Whatisyourunderstandingnow? 

✓ What other scriptures talk aboutthe 

•/ Can you research more on the essentials 

true gospel of Christ? 


CHAPTER ONE 


The True Spirit 

In order not to embrace the spirit of the world which false 
prophets and teachers preach these days, we must know 
the true spirit of God; 

"Euf we received, not the spirit of the world, hut the Spirit 
which is from God, that we miaht know the thincjs that were 
to us hvj Qod" i Corinthians ZjiZ also check 

i f John4S~h 

It is important for us to know the Holy Spirit (the spirit of 
God). The spirit of the world is that spirit which makes one 
to love the world. Those who are controlled by the lust of 
the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life are 
controlled by the spirit of the world. We are commanded 
not to love the world, for if we do, then the love of the 
father is not in us; 

"1Con't love the world, neither the thinas that are in the world. 

Of anyone loves the world, the father's love isn't in him. Tor 
allthat is in the world, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, 
and the pride of life, isn't the Tather's, hut is the world's..." 
iOohnZf?~iJ 


freely yiven 


We will only know that we have the Holy Spirit if we 
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love God and our fellow brethren; 

"'Beloved, let us love one mother, for love is of Qod; and 
everyone who loves is horn ofCjod, and knows Gjod. 'Me who 
doesn't love doesn't know Qod, for Qodis love... Beloved, if 
Gjodlovedus in this way, we also ouyhtto love one another. No 
one has seen Cjodat any time. Of we love one another, Cjod 
remains in us, and his love has been perfected in us." 
iOohn^.J-iZ 


As the name even connotes, you cannot possess the 
Holy Spirit and not desire to live a Holy life. If one feels 
comfortable to sin, then it is clear the Holy Spirit (who is 
the seed and seal of God in the life of a believer) is 
completely missing in action; 


",,, 'Everyone who has this hope set on him purifies himself, 
even as he is pure. Everyone who sins also commits lawlessness. 
Sin is lawlessness, you know that he was revealedto take away 
our sins, andin him is no sin. 'Whoever remains in him doesn 't 
sin. 'Whoever sins hasn't seen him, neither knows him. Little 
children, let no one lead you astray. Me who does riyhteousness 
is riyhteous, even as he is riyhteous. Me who sins is of the devil, 
for the devil has been sinniny from the heyinniny..." 
Wohn$:2-« 


CHAPTER ONE 


Do not believe every spirit but rather put them to the test 
so that you can ascertain whether it is really from God or 
not; 


"'Beloved, don't believe every spirit, but test fie spirits, whether 
they are ofQod, because many false prophets haveyone out 
into the world By this you know the Spirit of Gjod..." 
{ r ]ohn4:{~3 

"Test all fhinys, and hold firmly that which is yood" 
i Thessalonians^:Zi 


DISCUSSION and see the way men 

/ When you looKaroun you^ ^ ^ ^ the 

feel comfortable to sin, y 
true spirit? 

V Do you test the spirits? How. 

V Mark yourself to know if you indeed posse 

V Scriptures come into mind concerning the 
true nature of the Holy Spirit? 


Note: Someone with the Holy Spirit may sin against God 
as an exception but not as a rule. For he or she does not 
continue to sin deliberately. 



OBEYING THE GOSPEL 

You will remember we looked at the fact that we should be 
careful with the kind of Jesus we preach or hear about 
(whether He is the true one or the anti-Christ). We also 
looked at the probability that one can believe a false 
gospel and even receive another spirit different from the 
one the Apostles received. Let us go on to look at how we 
can obey the true gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. 


The salvation of man begins with repentance. In simple 
terms, repentance is the radical turn from all manner of 
sin to God, in order to embrace His free gift of grace 
through faith in Jesus Christ. The first man (Adam) 
disobeyed God and sin entered the human race; 


' 17 ! 




CHAPTER TWO 


"yahweh Cjodcommandedi(fie man, sayiny, "Ofevery free of 
theyardenyou may freefy eat; hut of the tree of the kyiowtedye 
ofyoodandevil,you shall)not eat of it; form the day that you 
eat of ityou willsurety die." OjenZ:l6-lJ afso check, genesis 
3:6~iO; Rpmy:lZ-l3; 1%; 'Reimans3:10; Romans3:Z3 


The last Adam (Jesus Christ) obeyed God in order to take 
away sin from the human race; 


"Ror Gjodso foved the world, that he yave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in him shouldnot perish, hut have 
eternal life." John 3:l6 


"sayiny, "Rather, if you are wittiny, remove this cup from me. 
Nevertheless, not my will, hut yours, he done" Uufe 22/42 
also check Romy: iS-Zl, 6:10, yd, 6:Z3 


Man's task therefore is to receive the gift of God's 
salvation by faith. 

"Ror this cause if is of faith, that it may he accordiny toyrace, 
to the endthat the promise may he sure to allthe seed, not to 
that only which is of the taw, hut to that also which is of the 
faith ofAhraham, who is the father of us ad..." Rom 4.-16- 
1J, 22 also checks atZ:l6,3:Cj~i4 


OBEYING THE GOSPEL 


One cannot claim to have faith when he does not back it 
up by action. God therefore expects man to obey Him 
with his free will by taking a step of faith in receiving His 
free grace; 

",.. Jesus answered him, "JAosf certainty, J tettyou, untess 
one is torn anew, he can't see the %inydom of 
tJod"Nicodemus saidto him, "1-tow can a man he horn when 
heisofd?...Jesusanswered, "JAostcertainty 0 tettyou, untess 
one is horn of water and spirit, he can't enter into the 
%inydom of Qodt ... 'you must he horn anew.'..." 
John$:1~8 

From the above scripture we can deduce that being born 
again entails the identification of the sinner with Christ's 
death and burial as well as His resurrection from the dead 
as earlier on revealed in our study. It is this identification 
with Christ's crucifixion (death) that we term as 
repentance. The prophets of old always called Israel to 
repentance. John the Baptist who was the forerunner of 
Jesus Christ preached repentance; 

"On those days, John the liaptizer came, preachiny in the 
witderness of Judea, sayiny" Repent, for the %inydom of 
Heaven is at hand!" J/tatthew^:i~z 


CHAPTER TWO 


Our Lord Jesus Christ also started His ministry by 
preaching the message of repentance; 

"from that time, Jesus began to preach, and to sag, 
"fppent! for the Kingdom of 7 -leaven is at hand" 
'Matthew 4:1 J 


It is therefore important for us to note the role of 
repentance when it comes to salvation. I believe we know 
what repentance simply is, and that one cannot embrace 
the free gift of the grace of God without it. Jesus made it a 
point to instruct his disciples to preach it in His name; 


"andthat repentance andnemission ofsinsshoufdhe preached 
in his name to ad the nations, beginning at Jerusalem," 

fuheZ4f7 


This charge was obeyed and practiced by the apostles 
and early believers; 

"feter said to them, "fepent, and he baptized, everg one of 
gou, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins, and 
gou willeccem thegift 


of the Tdolg Spirit" Acts 2:$S 
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discussion 

/ What is repentance? ^ need tQ 

y/ What are some of the 

T nt 0,? „f the sins you need to repent 

V What are some of the s y 

intn vnur mind when it 
</ What scriptures come in y 

comes to repentance? 
y/ What is restitution? 

✓ What is the significance of rest,tut,on. 

/ Are we to restitute in our day? 

/ Research on the meaning of some sms w 
in the Bible. 
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Baptism 

After repentance, one needs to proceed to be baptized. 
There are types of Baptism, but the one relevant to us 
now is the Baptism of water and that of the spirit. First of 
all let us look at the Baptism of water. 


Water Baptism 

Baptism by immersion (total immersion) is that which is 
consistent with scripture. God started teaching us way 
back, when the Israelites crossed the red sea. This was a 
form of Baptism for them. When John the Baptist came 
into the scene, he baptized men by immersion; 


"John also was baptizing in Tnon near Salim, be 
was much water there. They came, and were 
John$:Z$ 


cause there 
baptized" 


Even our Lord and Savior Jesus was Baptized by 
immersion and so we are also not exempted; 


"Jthappenedin those days, that Jesus came from Nazareth of 
Galilee, andms baptizedby John in the Jordan." Jvtarfiy 


He himself also practiced water Baptism; 
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was 


"They came to John, andsaid to him, "Tjibbi, he who 
with you heyond the Jordan, to whom you have 
hehofd, the same baptizes, andeveryone is cominy to him ."" 
JohnyzO 


In teaching us the essentials or necessity for water 
Baptism, Christ answered Nicodemus as follows; 

"Jesus answered, "Mostcertainty J teffyou, unfess one is horn 
of water and spirit, he can't enter into the Tinydom ofGjodt" 
Johnny 


And from Christ's example, the apostles after the day of 
Pentecost (when the Holy Spirit came upon them), had 
this revelation; 


",,, "Repent, andhe baptized, every one of you, in the name 
of Jesus Christ for the foryiveness of sins, andyou willreceive 
theyift of the 7-tofy Spirit"Acts Z:$8 


The Significance of Baptism 

It signifies an inward and outward sign of the 
remission of sins; 
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"Now why doyou wait? Arise, he baptized, andwash away 
your sins, caffiny on the name of the Lord" Acts ZZ:ih also 
checki1?eter$:Z< 

'd We identify ourselves with the burial of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ; 

"haviny been buriedwith him in baptism, in which you were 
also raisedwith him throuyh faith in the worbjny ofQod, who 
raised him from the dead" Cofossians ZjiZ also check. 
Aomans 


DISCUSSION Baotism people 

y What are the various yp 

practice these days? rightly 

✓ What is their Biblical base? Are they 9 

dividing the word of troth? 

✓ What is their understanding of Baptism 
/lat was your understanding of Baptism? 

✓ What is your understanding now? 

✓ What scriptures do you know can be used 
defend your stand now? 
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Holy Spirit Baptism 

It is Christ Jesus who baptizes with the Holy Spirit. This 
was a testimony given by both John the Baptist and Jesus 
himself. John the Baptist could only Baptize with water 
unto repentance; 

",.. 'On whomever you wiffsee the Spirit descending, and 
remaining on him, the same is he who baptizes in the Noly 
Spirit. '9 have seen, and have testified that this is the Son of 
Cjod."" John 1-32-34 


Jesus Himself had this to say; 


"Hehold, 9 sendforth the promise of my father on you. Hut 
wait in the city of9erusalem untifyou are cfothedwith power 
from on hiyh. ""Suhe 24.-43/ 

This promise was more elaborate in Acts 1:8 

This was fulfilled after the disciples heeded the advice of 

Jesus to tarry in Jerusalem; 


"Now when the day of Pentecost hadcome, they were affwith 
one accordin one place... They were allfilledwith the Noly 

Spirit..." Acts 2:1-4 


CHAPTER TWO 


After the disciples received the Holy Spirit, Peter also 
emphasized the importance of the Holy Spirit when he 
answered the sincere question of the people who were at 
Jerusalem at that time; 


/; ... andyou wiff receive 
ftcfcZ: 3 J~ 3 % 


the yift of the 7 ~to(y Spirit" 


Owing to the value of the Holy Spirit in the life of a 
believer, the Apostles used to lay hands on new converts 
so they could receive the Holy Spirit. It is only by the 
empowerment of the Holy Spirit that the believer could 
live a life pleasing to God; 

"When 1 ?au(hadfaidhis hands on them, the r Hofy Spirit 
came on them, and they spoke with other fanyuayes and 
prophesied. "Acts ic/:6 afso check Acts 

Evidence of the Holy Spirit 

The speaking with other tongues is not by one's own 
volition, but is engineered by the spirit and spoken out by 
the one being inspired as he consents with his will 
(yielding his vocal senses); 
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speak "Acts 2:4 a (so c(ec(Ads iO:46~4j 

We can see from this that, Peter concluded, the Gentiles 
had received the Holy Spirit when he heard them speak 
with tongues and magnify God. When Paul went to 
Ephesus he asked them whether or not they had received 
the Holy Spirit, to which they answered in the negative. 
They were not even aware of the Holy Spirit. They were 
therefore baptized in the name of Jesus after which Paul 
laid hands on them to receive the Holy Spirit. His action 
brought about the following results; 

" < K)(ien Aauf (ad(aid(is (ands on t(em, t(e 7 -(o(y Spirit 



Also it can be said that no one with the genuine spirit of 
God (Holy Spirit) can curse or speak blasphemously 
against Jesus Christ. Anyone with the Holy Spirit will 
certainly affirm the Lordship of Christ in his life and 
declare that He is Lord of all; 


CHAPTER TWO 


"Therefore J make known to you that no man speakjny hy 
G/ods Spirit says, "Jesus is accursed." No one can say, "Jesus 
is Lord," hut hy the Noly Spirit" iCoronthians iZS 


Furthermore, it can be noted from scripture that if one 
receives the gift of the Holy Spirit, he has the potential to 
be used by the Holy Spirit to minister in at least one of the 
spiritual gifts; 


"There are various finds ofworfinys, hut the same Cjod, who 
worfs aff thinys in ad Hut to each one is yiven the 
manifestation of the Spirit for the profit of a((." 
1 Cor on thians fZ; 6~J 


And everyone that the Holy Spirit dwells in manifests the 
fruit of the spirit; 

"Hut the fruit of the Spirit is fove,Joy, peace, patience, 
kindness,yoodness, faith,yentfeness, andseff-controf... Jfwe 
five hy the Spirit, let's also waff hy the Spirit." 

Cja ha fiansy-ZZ-ZJ 


Those who are born of the spirit of God walk righteously 
and also love their brothers; 
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"Hut concerning brotherfvj fove,you have no need that one 
write toyou. 'Toryouyoursefves are tauyhthy Qodto (ove one 
another" iThessafonians also check tfohn $:i0 
Romans Sy 


Spirit? 

/ What is their Biblical prove? Ho , 

/What are some of the other evidence of the V 

Spirit in a person's life you know? ^ ^ talks 

/What other scriptures d y . 

about the Holy Spirit and the important role He plays 

in one’s salvation? 



WHAT YOU MUST KNOW 
AS A DISCIPLE 

A disciple of Christ must always bear in mind that there is 
a place he is coming from and there is coming a day he 
will surely return to his father. True disciples of Christ are 
therefore supposed to be focused as they live as pilgrims 
on the face of this earth. Christ made us aware that we 
are to always make the kingdom of God our priority; 


"Hutseehfirst Gods Kingdom, andhis righteousness; andd( 
these things willhe given togou as wed" Matthew 


This point was made clearer in the skeletal prayer that He 
gave His disciples when they asked Him to teach them to 
pray. The disciples wanted to pray and not just know 
about prayer; 


i 30 i 




WHAT YOU MUST KNOW AS A DISCIPLE 


"Of happened, that when he finishedprajinj in a certain 
pface, one of his discipfessaidto him, "Hard, teach as to pray, 
Just as Oohn also 

This model prayer teaches us to be selfless and to live on 
the provisions of God. Disciples are not to miss the focus 
of their mission on earth. Paul therefore prayed for the 
church at Thessalonica that the Lord directs their heart 
into the love of God; 


taucjht his disciples, ""/tuft 


■efl-f 


"Ivtaj the Harddirect jour hearts into the fove ofQod, and 
into the patience of Christ."2 Thessafonians^J 

And that the kingdom of God is not material, when he was 
writing to the church in Rome; 


"for the %injdom of Qodis not eafinj anddrinhjnj, hut 
rijhteousness, peace, and joj in the 1 do(j Spirit." 
Romans U±:iJ 


CHAPTER THREE 


disciple’s focus in this end- 


✓tSTPeck's understanding o, the Kingdom o, 
God? 

V What should be a 
time? 

V What is your focus now? „ 

•J What other scriptures teach us to focus °nth 9 
above? Hint the book of Colossians and Phil.ppian . 


WHAT YOU MUST KNOW AS A DISCIPLE 


You have to die to self 

Selfishness is not consistent with the life of a true disciple 
of Christ as enshrined in the scriptures. Christ gave the 
command to His disciples to love one another as He had 
loved them; 


"This is my commandment, that you fove one another, even as 
0 have fovedyou. Qreater fove has no one than this, that 
someone fan down his fife for his friends." John 

You and I know that loving the way of Christ entails laying 
down our lives for the brethren (which is a must); 


"Hefoved, ifCjodfovedus in this way, 
another. "lOohn 4:ii 


weafsoouyhttofove 


one 


If we do not obey this scripture then we are not qualified 
to be called true disciples of Christ. Why? Because 
scripture has made us to understand that if anyone does 
not have the spirit of Christ (manner of life) then he is 
none of His; 

"Hutyouare notin the ffesh hut in the Spirit, if it is so that the 
Spirit of Ojoddweffs inyou. Hut if any man doesn't have the 
Spirit of Christ, he is not his." Tomans 8.y 


CHAPTER THREE 


There is no way a disciple can manifest the glory of God if 
he does not die to self. Christ revealed this truth to us 
when some Greeks wanted to see Him; 

"Jesus answered them, The time has come for the Son of 
Stan to heyforified. Stost certain fy 0 teffyou, unfess ay rain 
of wheat faffs into the earth anddies, it remains hy itseffafone. 
Hut if it dies, it hears much fruit. Ode who foves his fife wifffose 
it Ode who hates his fife in this worfdwiff keep it to eternaf fife. 

Of any one serves me, fethimfoffowme..." John 12:23~30 

Paul understood this scripture and for this reason lived a 
selfless life by seeking the profit of others and not for 
himself; 


" 7 Vhether therefore you eat, or drink, or whatever you do, do 
aff to theyfory of Qod... even as 0 afso pfease aff men in aff 
thinys, notseefiny my own profit, hut the pro ft of the many, 
that they may he saved, "i Corinthians 


In order for him to carry out his assignment on earth, he 
acknowledged that he needed to die daily. If you call 
yourself a believer or a disciple of Jesus and you do not 
put the desires of the flesh to death, you will find it very 
difficult to manifest the glory of God; 


WHAT YOU MUST KNOW AS A DISCIPLE 


every hour? 0affirm, hy 
the hoastiny in you which 0 have in Christ Oesus our Hard, 0 
die daily."iCorinthians 

In the pursuit of self-denial so that others may gain 
salvation, Paul was always under persecution and trials, 
but in all the glory of God was rather being revealed in his 
life; 



"Therefore we don’t faint, hut thouyh our outward man is 
decay iny,yetour inwardman is renewed/ay hy day. Tor our 
fiyht afffiction, which is for the moment, works for us more 
and more e^ceedinyfy an eternal weiyht of yfory;" 
zCorinthians 4: i6~ij 


/SoTpeople love to live selfless lives? 

/ Do you yourself live a for the 

S What other scriptures teach us s 

good of others? 


CHAPTER THREE 


You do not have to run in vain 

So many professing disciples of Christ will be 
disappointed in the end when Christ declares he never 
knew them; 


"Tvtany will ted me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, didn't we 
prophesy in your name, in your name cast out demons, andin 
your name do many miyhty word’? >r fhen 0 wiff tedthem, '0 
never knew you. Depart from me, you who workinicpuity.'" 
Jviatthewy 22-23 


Why do you think Christ said He did not know them? The 
answer is found right at the latter end of that scripture in 
that, they were workers of iniquity. So, never be deceived 
by the miracles you perform, the tongues you speak, and 
even the number of demons you have been able to cast 
out of people. Those who qualify for the kingdom are 
those who do the will of God; 

",.. amony whom you are seen as fiahts in the world, holdiny 
up the wordof life; that 0 may have something to h oast in the 
day of Christ, that 0 didn't run in vain nor labor in vain." 

IP hi lip pians 2:<3-ilj also check. iLhessalonians 3:23; 
iLhessalonians 43 -4 


WHAT YOU MUST KNOW AS A DISCIPLE 


It is not how one starts a race that matters, but how he 
finishes. In as much as a good start is very important, one 
must however endeavor to persevere to the end; 

",.. you therefore must endure hardship, asayoodsoldierof 
Christ Jesus. No soldier on duty entanyles himself in the 
affairs of life, that he may please him who enrolled him as a 
soldier. Also, if anyone competes in athletics, he isn't crowned 
unless he has competedhy the rules." 
checkXTim 1:13-14 



Owing to the nature of the end-time battle, Christ had to 
make us (His disciples) understand that it is only those 
who endure to the end who shall be saved; 


"because iniquity will he mu (tiplied, the love of many will 
yrow cold. 'Rut he who endures to the end, the same will he 
saved. "Matthew 24:12-13 


discussion 

S How are so many running 


the Christian race these 


days? 

y Hnw are you running yours. 

✓ How are y iptur es which throw more 

/What are some of the scrips 

light on the subject matter under drscossio . 



THE GRACE OF GOD 


In this end-time, a lot of people have their own view as to 
what the grace of God is and its implications on the life of 
a believer. It is therefore important for us to use the 
scriptures as our reference point and not our mind (which 
may be full of good intentions but not truth); 


",., andtestifijinj that this is the truejrace ofQodin which ]jou stand." 

< Veter$:<Z 

From the scripture above, we get the hint that there is the 
true grace of God. If there is the true grace of God, then 
by extension there is a false grace preached by many. It 
is therefore important for us to know what the true grace 
of God is, so we can reject the counterfeit; 




THE GRACE OF GOD 


"Tor theyrace ofQodhas appeared, brinyiny salvation to all 
men, instructing us to tie intent that, denyiny ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, we wouldlive soberly, riylteously, andyodly in 
this present world;... " Titus Ziii-iJ^ 


Most people hide under the cover of false grace to sin, 
citing Romans 3:23 as their basis since it is not by works 
that a man is saved. However, when we check the 
definition of the grace of God according to Titus 2:11 you 
will realize that the grace rather delivers us from evil and 
not a warrant to sin. In fact grace according to its 
definition came to empower us to live a righteous life; 


"TJhatshall i we say then? Shallwe continue in sin, tbatyrace 
may abound? JSay it never be! TUe wbo died to sin, bow 
couldwe live in it any lonyer?" Tomans 6:i~Z 

In effect, the person who is truly justified by grace is the 
one who is free from sin and as such sin does not have 
dominion over him; 


"Thus consider yourselves also to be dead to sin, but alive to 
Qodin Christ f Jesus our Hard. Therefore don't let sin reiyn in 
your mortalbody, that you shouldobey it in its lusts. Neither 
present your members to sin as instruments of 


CHAPTER FOUR 


unrighteousness, hut presentyourse(ves to Cfod, as a five from 
the dead, andyour members as instruments of righteousness to 
Qod Tor sin wi((toot have dominion over you, Tor you are not 
under (aw, hut underyrace..." Romans 6:11-1q a(so check 
^Ephesians 1:2-/ 


So you appreciate the fact that the true grace of God 
helps us live in consonance with the word of God through 
obedience. 


NOTE: There are different types of grace within the 
general grace of God; check 2 Corinthians 9:8; 
1 Peter 5:10 


✓ w a hatl G s° d yL understanding of the grace of 

✓ What other scriptures teach the true grace o, 
God? 



BEWARE OF LEAVEN 


Leaven in our modern language is yeast. Yeast is used for many 
purposes but we will narrow ourselves to just two of them. 
Yeast is used to cause bread to bloat beyond proportion and to 
give it a certain kind of taste. God warned the Israelites during 
their Passover feast not to eat bread with leaven; 


"Seven days shady ou eat unfeavenedbread; even the first day 
you shadbut away yeast out of your houses, for whoever eats 
feavenedbreadfrom the first day untif the seventh day, that 
soufshadbe cut off from Osraef." tfyodus <2siJ 

In the New Testament, Christ warned His disciples about 
the leaven of the Pharisees. The leaven under this 
context referred to hypocrisy; 


' 41 i 




CHAPTER FIVE 


"Jvteanwhile, when a multitude of many thousands had 
gathered together, so much so that they trampled on each 
other, he hey an to tellhis disciples first of all, “Peware of the 
yeast of the 'Pharisees, which is 

This was to warn the disciples about the danger of 
hypocrisy that, it is capable of causing one to be blind. 
The message to the Pharisees was for them to repent of 
their hypocrisy. A lot of believers or disciples these days 
do not speak truth from their heart at all; 

"Pie who walls 1 blamelessly does what is riyht, andspeals 1 
truth in his heart;" Psalm /j?;2 

The reason why many are not able to know Christ as they 
ought to is because of impurity (which starts from the 
heart). They are not truthful to own up to their sins and for 
that reason they fall into the same category as the 
Pharisees because they are hypocrites. The Pharisees 
were blind because of their hypocrisy; 

"Heave them alone. 'They are hlndyuides of the blind. Of the 
hlindyuide the blind, both will^allinto a pit." Tvtatthew 


ocrisy. 


." Hule,iZ:i 


BEWARE OF LEAVEN 


Hypocrisy is a sin and whosoever lives in sin is blind; 


"Tor fe who facfe tfese tfinys is flind, seeing only wfat is 
near, faviny forgotten tfe cfeansiny from fis old sins." 
zTeteriy 


Christ also talked about the leaven of Herod. The leaven 
of Herod means going to bed with politicians. The 
disciples thought that Jesus Christ was going to bring 
about political emancipation not knowing that was not His 
agenda in His first coming. He therefore warned the 
disciples so that they will be careful mingling with politics 
with the hope that, that was going to solve their problems; 

"Tfey foryotto take fread; andtfey didn't fave more tfan 
one (oaf in tfe foat witf tfem. Tde cfaryedtfem, sayiny, 
"Tafe feed: feware of tfe yeast of tfe Tfarisees andtfey east 
ofTderod." JvtarfS:i4~i^ 


I am not in any way suggesting that you should not vote in 
an election or hold a political position. Rather, I am to 
warn you not to put your hopes and aspirations in political 
positions or political systems, for it is just sinking sand. 
We are to look up to Jesus, the Rock of ages. 


CHAPTER FIVE 


"loofiny to Jesus, the author andperfecter of faith, who for the 
Joy that was set before him enduredthe cross, despisiny shame, 
and has sat down at the riyht hand of the throne ofCjod." 
Tdehrews iZ:Z 

Paul used leaven to mean sin in the life of a believer. 
Never condone sin no matter how small you see it, for it 
carries the potential of leading your whole members into 
hell fire; 

"your hoastiny is notyood Uon '{you know that a hittfeyeast 
heavens the whole lump? Purye out the old yeast, thatyou 
may he a new lump, even as you are unleavened Tor indeed 
Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed in our place. 
Therefore let us beep the feast, not with old yeast, neither with 
the yeast of malice and wickedness, hut with the unleavened 
breadof sincerity andiruth." {Corinthians'?: 6 ~8 

"A littleyeastyrows throuyh the whole lump." Qalatiansjy 

It takes just a small leaven in order to cause a loaf of 
bread to bloat beyond proportion. In these days a lot of 
people are not comfortable with the raw word of God, but 
prefer to listen to false prophets who will garnish their 
messages (in this case leaven) such that it only flatters to 


BEWARE OF LEAVEN 


deceive many. Do not be fooled by such smooth talks and 
the condoning of sin no matter its magnitude. Remember, 
in the kingdom of God there is a zero tolerance for 
corruption (sin); 

"follow after peace with aft men, and the sanctification 
without which no man wifisee the Lord," Tfehrews 1Z;<4 also 
chech. Ephesians ^:ZJ 


discussion 

V What are the 


other uses of yeast in 


modern day 


life? . . - 9 

</ How do you relate it to sin. 


CHAPTER FIVE 


How to know the Truth 

Everyone reads or studies the Bible for so many reasons, 
but you as a disciple of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
should study it for the purpose of knowing the truth; 

"Oesus said to him, "9 am the way, the truth, andthe fife. No 
one comes to the father, except throuyh me. "John 14:6 

"you widhnow the truth, andthe truth willmake you free."" 
John S:j>2 

The attitude with which you approach the Bible is what 
will determine whether you will know the truth or you will 
be able to rightly divide the truth. In the first place God 
commands that; 

"Oesus answered, "Theyreatest is, "Hear, Osraef, the Lordour 
(jod, the Lordis one:you shadlove the Lord your Gjodwith ad 
your heart, and with adyour souf, and with adyour mind, 
andwith affyout 
JvtarfiZ:Z^~30 

Therefore that is why God told the Israelites in the day of 
Jeremiah that before they find Him, they have to search 
for Him with all their heart; 


strenyth .' This is the first commandment." 
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"youshaffseefme, andfind)me, w fenyous faddan ft for me 
with affyour heart." Jeremiah Zy.i$ 

So when we seek God with all our heart, we will surely 
find Him as He has already promised; 

""Ash, and it wiff he yiven you. Seek and you wiff find. 
%nocf anditwifihe openedforyou." lvtatthewJ:J 

A lot of people fail to know the truth and thus, do not 
rightly divide the truth simply because they do not love 
God with their all; 


",,. for yahwehvjour Qodproves you, to (now whether you 
fove yahwehyour Gjodwith affyour heart andwith affyour 
f." Deuteronomy 


SOU i 


Remember, the path way to knowing God the more is 
losing all for His sake; 


",.. for whom 0 sufferedthe foss of a ffthinys, and?ount them 
nothiny hut refuse, that 0 may yain Christ and he found in 
him, nothaviny a riyhteousness of my own, that which is of the 
(aw, hut that which is throuyh faith in Christ, the riyhteousness 
which is from Qodby faith;" 1?hi(ippians3:J~g 


CHAPTER FIVE 


v^Do people love truth these days? Why? 

✓ Are you ready at all times to obey God's word? 

✓ What other soriptures teaoh this truth 

question? 


in 



THE WORD OF GOD 


One most important thing you must understand is, the 
Bible is a compilation of writings which were or are 
inspired by God. They testify of God and as such can be 
termed as the word of God. However, you must 
understand that God (the word) goes beyond all that we 
have in the Bible (even though all that is in the Bible is 
inspired by God) and as such we need to, and must 
embrace the whole of the word of God in order to gain an 
understanding of it; 


'"Every writing inspire/hy QoZ is profitahhe for teaching, for 
reproof for correction, an/ for instruction which is in 
righteousness, that the man of CjoZ may he compfete, 
thorouyhhy ecjuippeZfor everyyoo/worf " Z Timothy 




CHAPTER SIX 


It is good to know everything written therein from Genesis 
to Revelations, but it does not mean you have to start 
reading it from the book of Genesis in succession. This is 
because, even the books as they were arranged do not 
follow the order in which they were written. It is therefore 
important to pray to God to lead you as you read it (for the 
word was spirit and became flesh). Why, because it is 
only the Holy Spirit who knows what you will need per 
time therefore you must make it a point to be flexible. As a 
beginner I advise that the first books you start (get 
yourself conversant) with should be the gospels where 
you can take note of the life, ministry and teachings of 
Jesus Christ; 

"Therefore leaving the doctrine of the firstprinciples of Christ, 
fetus press on to perfection~~not fayiny acjain a foundation of 
repentance from dead worfs, of faith toward Qod," 
Tdehrews 6:i 

After getting used to the teachings of Jesus, I advise you 
go on further to (go through) the book of 1 John very well; 

"That which was from the heainnina, that which we have 
heard, that which we have seen with our eyes, that which we 


THE WORD OF GOD 


saw, and oar hands touched, concerning the 'Word of fife" 
{ r Johni:{ 

This is because you will be able to gain an appreciation of 
what the foundation of Christianity is all about, Christ 
being the chief cornerstone of the church; 

"being huift on the foundation of the apostfes andprophets, 
Christ Jesus himseff being the chief cornerstone;" 
Ephesians 2:2.0 

So in understanding more about Christ as the Holy Spirit 
leads you , try and do more study on the laws of Moses, 
the prophets and the Psalms looking out for scriptures 
which speak of Jesus; check Luke 24:44-45 

As we have already learned (that we are being built on 
the foundations of the apostles and the prophets) it is very 
important to know the apostles' teachings; 

"Theg continued steadfastfg in the apostfes ' teaching and 
feffowship, in the hreahjng of bread, andprager. "Acts 2:42 
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You can know their teachings by studying the book of 
Acts and the epistles. After which you can add the 
pastoral letters. Meanwhile, you can have a personal 
study plan to go through the other books of the Bible like 
Genesis, Proverbs etc. to gain more knowledge of the 
Bible. You can as well use books like Ruth, 1 Kings, 
Judges etc. for character study purposes. Therefore it is 
very important that you go through the whole Bible more 
than once. I however advise that you follow the sequence 
being laid down, as it can give you a quicker 
understanding of the Christian faith (help you rightly 
divide the word of truth); 


"Qive diligence to present yourself approved hy Qod, a 
workman who doesn 't needto he ashamed, properly handfincj 
the TJordofTruth. "z Timothy Z:iJ 


However, you must prayerfully be led in your Bible 
Studies as the Holy Spirit knows best. 


THE WORD OF GOD 


discussion 

✓ HOW was the Bible compiled 

✓ What is the difference between God and 

Blble? hot thpv study from the 

✓ Do people practice what they stuoy 

Bible? , , nhm , anv instructions 

✓ Are you always ready to obey any 

you come across in the Bible 

✓ What lessons have you learned from 

■/ What is your Bible study plan. 


CHAPTER SIX 


The kingdom of God 

The simplest definition of the kingdom of God without any 
controversy is found in this scripture; 

"for the %inydom of Qodis not eatiny anddrinhiny, hut 
righteousness, peace, andJoy in the 7-tofy Spirit." 
< Rpmans 14 :iJ 

Therefore when men reduce the gospel to the chasing 
and claiming of material things, then know that they are 
not talking about the kingdom of God but rather serving 
their belly; 


"brothers, he imitators together of me, and note those who 
waff this way, even as you have us for an e^ampfe. Tor many 
waff of whom 0 tofdyou often, and now tedyou even 
weepiny, as the enemies of the cross of Christ, whose end is 
destruction, whoseyodis the heffy, andwhoseyfory is in their 
shame, who thinfahoutearthfy thinys." 1?hi(ippians^:iJ~iy 


When one has the kingdom of God in him (the presence 
of the Holy Spirit) though he is on this earth, he will know 
he is not of this earth and thus, will set his affections on 
things above where Christ is; 
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"Of then you were raised together with Christ, seefthe thinys 
that are above, where Christ is, seated on the riyht hand of 
Cjod. Set your mindon the thinys that are above, not on the 
thinys that are on the earth Tor you died, and your fife is 
hidden with Christ in Cjod."Co(ossiansy.{~$ 


DISCUSSION fcn of the Kingdom of 

J What was Jesus iparned 7 

G od? How do you relate it to whaf ^^Thow ^k)^ou 

✓ What is the kingdom of the «orkl? How do y 

relate it with the temptation of Jesus y 

✓ What scriptures do you know talk about 
kingdom of God? 


CHAPTER SIX 


The Church 

The church refers to a called out group of persons from 
darkness into light, with Christ as the main architect; 


"9 also tellyou thatyou are Peter, {Peter's name, Petros in 
Gjreek is the worddr a specific rockor stone.} andon this rock 
{Qreekj petra, a rock mass or bedrock }9 wiff build my 
assembly, and theyates ofPtades {or, Ptell} willnot prevail 
aaainstit" Matthew l6:l8 


It is Christ who is building his church whiles we are his 
building blocks or spiritual stones (however it could refer 
to an individual) 


"you also, as liviny stones, are built up as a spiritualhouse, to 
he a holy priesthood, to offer upspiritualsacrifices, acceptable 
to Cjodthrouyh Jesus Christ, "i Peter zy 


If the church is a body and for that matter we are part of it, 
we should be identified with it by fellowshipping with other 
believers. 
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DISCUSSION neople? Give 

7Z « m "* ” 

us right from the time of Moses or Noah. 

/ How many churches do we have? Expla . 


CHAPTER SIX 


Fellowship with other brethren 

Fellowship with other brethren is very important in our 
Christian life, since it teaches us about the oneness of 
God; 

"that which we have seen andheardwe declare toyou, thatyou 
also may have fellowship with us. yes, and our fellowship is 
with the father, andwith his Son, Jesus Christ." i John 1$ 
also checfflcts Z.-4Z 


This is why the early church did not play with fellowship at 
all, for it reminds us that one day we will fellowship with 
God and His angels in heaven. As the world is drawing to 
a close, we need to continue in fellowship with one 
another so that we can be of help to each other. 
Fellowship also helps us to use our gifts for the benefit of 
the church (body of Christ); 


"notforsahjny our own assembling toy ether, as the custom of 
some is, hut efthortiny one another; and so much the more, as 
you see the IJay approachiny." 7-tehrews 10 :ZJ 
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l / S Wha^your understanding of fellowship? 

/ How often do you fellowship? 

✓ Which other scriptures talk about fellowsh P 


CHAPTER SIX 


Giving 

Giving is the very foundation upon which the Christian 
faith was built; check John 3:16. Giving is an expression 
of love. Right from the day of Pentecost (when God gave 
His spirit to the disciples) you would realize, giving or 
sharing was an integral part of their daily fellowship with 
one another; 


“They continued steadfastly in the apostles' teaching and 
fellowship, in the breabjny of bread, and prayer..." 
ActsZ4Z~40 


We as disciples of Christ are supposed to give without 
strings attached. That is, we are taught to give liberally; 

"how that in much proof of affliction the abundance oftbeir 
Joy and tbeir deep pove 
liberality."zCorintbiansS:Z 

Bible teaches us to give to all men especially those of the 
house hold of faith. When you become a believer, you 
need to be closer to your spiritual family than the physical. 
Therefore in giving, you need to consider the disciples of 
Christ first; check Galatians 6:10 
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discussion 

✓ Why should giving be part of a believer. 

✓ Whataresomeofthe things you cangiv. ^ 
■/ Why do some professing be leve 
difficult to give unless they are deceived by 

prophets? 


CHAPTER SIX 


The Lord's supper (Communion) 

The communion stands for the body and the blood of 
Jesus which is the seal of the New Covenant 
(Testament); 

"As they were eatiny, Jesus took, bread, and when he had 
hfessed, he broke it, andyave to them, andsaid, "Take, eat. 
This is my body. 'He took the cup, and when he hadyiven 
thanks, heyave to them. They addrankofitHesaidto them, 
"This is my hfoodofthenew covenant..." Jdark<4 ; 22~2y 

It establishes the fact that we ought to be part of the body 
of Christ and to possess the life of Christ in us. The bread 
stands for the former whiles the blood stands for the 
latter. This is why it was very important to Christ that 
anybody who wants to be His disciple had to partake of 
the elements mentioned; check John 6:48-57 

Since the bread was not supposed to be leavened, it 
means His disciples are to live pure lives. As blood 
signifies life, we are also expected to live the life of Christ 
or else we cannot qualify to be His disciples. So taking the 
elements must first of all be backed by the practice of it as 
He made known to the early disciples. It also symbolizes 
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the one body of Christ and as such cautions us to be one 
in spirit. This is why Paul had to rebuke the Corinthian 
church because some took the elements of the 
communion without first discerning it (understanding 
what it stood for); 


"'Tor he who eats anddrinks' in an unworthy manner eats and 
drinfaJudgment to kimseff, if ke doesn't discern the Lords 
body." i Corinthians ff:Zty 


Therefore as we take the elements of the communion, let 
us always endeavor to understand and live according to 
what it stands for. 


~=rrr=. - 

V Do you partake 

(communion)? Why and why not? 


CHAPTER SIX 


The necessity of prayer 

Do you know that the most important thing Christ's 
disciples asked Him to teach them to do whiles He was on 
earth was prayer?; 



They asked Him to teach them to do it, but not just have a 
head knowledge of it. You realize that Christ taught them 
to concentrate much on the kingdom and others rather 
than themselves. We are taught to ask more spiritual 
things and less material just for our needs. That is why 
Paul also taught it in ITimothy 2:1-3; 

") exhort therefore, first of aff, that petitions, prayers, 
intercessions, andyivinys ofthanhj, he made for affmen: for 
hincjs and aff who are in hiyh pfaces; that we may head a 



You see that first of all we do not need to concentrate on 
ourselves just as Christ taught His disciples. The act of prayer 
is supposed to be continuous; 


THE WORD OF GOD 


"^Pmvj without ceasing." iThessafonians^:iJ 


discussion 

</ What is prayer? 


/ Do you know that prayerlessness 


is a sin? 


i 65 ' 


Loving one another 

Love is the very nature of God; 
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"7-fe who doesn't love doesn't know (Jod, for Gjodis love." 
l r Jolm 4:8 

"Ji)e know andhave believedthe love which Gjodhas for us. 
Qodis love, andhe who remains in love remains in Qod, and 
6jodremains in him." i John 4:i6 

If we therefore call ourselves children of God, then we 
ought to also love as Jesus commanded His disciples; 

"This is my commandment, that you love one another, even as 
0 have lovedyou. "John iJ:1Z 

From Jesus' command we get the hint that our love 
should be sacrificial and as such no strings should be 
attached; 

“Uy th is we know love, because he laid down his life for us. 
And we oucjht to lay down our lives for the brothers." 
iJohn$:i(j 


THE WORD OF GOD 


If you do not love unconditionally then that means you are 
not a true disciple of Christ, since the kind of love Christ 
showed toward us was an unconditional one; 


"liutQodcommends fiis own love towardus, in that while we 
wereyetsinners, Christdied for us." Romans<p:8 

Though we are taught to love one another as Christians, 
we are also supposed to love our enemies. We are to 
learn this from our father who is in heaven, for He causes 
it to rain on both the evil and the good. It will take love for 
evil men to be saved. Therefore we are enjoined to love 
ourenemies; 


"Hut 9 telly ou, love your enemies, hfess those who curse you, 
do yood to those who hate you, and pray for those who 
mistreat you andpersecute you," Jvtatthewy:44 also check. 
£uke h:ZJ 
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discussion 

✓ What are the types of love you know. 

■/Which of them must a Christ,an man,test. And 

✓ H a Christian does not manifest the love God 
wants him to, will he go to hell? 

/What other scriptures teaches us about the lo 

of God and also teaches us to love? 


CHAPTE 



EVANGELISM - OUR CALL 


As a disciple of Jesus Christ, you need to make it your 
responsibility to preach to others for their conversion. 
This is so because, we have been given the commission 
to do so; 


"'He said to them, "Qo into affthe wo Ad, and preach the Qood 
News to the whofe creation." JAarhjh:iy 


There is no way you can possess the fire of the Holy Spirit 
and not evangelize the lost. The fire of the Holy Spirit 
converts us into witnesses for our Lord and savior Jesus 
Christ. In essence, for maximum impact in evangelism we 
need the power of the Holy Spirit; 

"'Rutyou widreceive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
u . Hou wiff he witnesses to me in Jerusalem, in all 
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%dea andSamaria, andto the uttermost parts of the earth." 
Acts 1-8 


Bear in mind you became a believer simply because 
someone in one way or the other preached the gospel to 
you. For others to also hear the gospel and to heed its 
call, you have to make it your duty to present it to them; 


"Stow then wiff they caff on him in whom they have not 
hefieved? Sfow wiff they hefieve in him whom they have not 
heard? Sfow wiffthey hear without a preacher? Andhow wiff 
they preach unfess they are sent?..." Romans 


Evangelism goes to a large extent to reveal our level of 
love for God and for our neighbor. You cannot claim to 
love God when you do not get involved in the main reason 
why God sent His only begotten son. Likewise you cannot 
claim to love your neighbor when you cannot warn him to 
come out of his sins; 


"On some have compassion, mahjny a distinction, andsome 
save, snatchiny them out of the fire with fear, hatiny even the 
cfothinystainedhy the ffesh. "?udeZZ~Z3 


EVANGELISM - OUR CALL 


discussion 

/Are we really serious 


about evangelism these 


/ How can you be an eneu 

God for evangelism? f 

✓ What other scriptures talk about the need 
evangelism? 
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Heaven a place you must not miss 

Heaven is the abode of our heavenly father and that is the 
place where all His disciples will spend eternity. Because 
of the importance of heaven and our Christian hope, 
Jesus had to talk about it to His disciples; 

"7row that time, Jesus heyan to preach, andto say, "'Repent! 
'for the %inydom offfeaven is at hand" Matthew 4:iJafso 
check Matthew J:20 

There is coming a day that all our suffering on this earth 
will be over (for we will go and be with our Lord Jesus 
Christ in heaven). This is the hope of a true disciple of our 
Lord and savior Jesus Christ; 

"for the ftamh who is in the midst of the throne shepherds 
them, andfeads them tosprinys of waters of fife. AndQodwiff 
wipe away every tear from their eyes." R,evefation J:iJ afso 
checffRevefation 21-4 

Jesus however made it clear it is only those who are pure 
or live in total obedience to the word of God who will find a 
place there. There is no way Christ will entertain rebels in 
heaven; 
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"lilessedare dose who have been persecutedtor righteousness ' 
safe, for theirs is the %inydom of'Heaven." Matthew $:10 
afso checf Matthew<p:8 


Because of this hope we have as believers, we need to 
constantly keep ourselves pure; 

"Everyone who has this hope set on him purifies himseff, even 
as he is pure. "{%hn$:3 

Also, in order not to lose focus of the fact that we are just 
pilgrims on this earth, we need to make this our prayer; 

"May the Harddirect your hearts into the (ove ofQod, and 
into the patience of Christ" Z'Thessalonians^y 

It is those who fear God and obey His commandments 
who will gain entrance into the kingdom of God. 
Therefore in everything we do let us remember the advice 
of Solomon; 


"This is the endof the matter. Allhas been heard. Aear Qod, 
andkeep his commandments; for this is the whole duty of man. 
Aor Qod will hriny 


every work intojudyment, with every 
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hidden thing, whether it is good, or whether it is evif." 
'Ecclesiastes iZ:f3~f4 


DISCUSSION teachings of Christ 

V What were some of th 

concerning heaven? nr o D hets in the 

~ rrr: - - 

rz r--— to what 

you know from the scriptures? the 

/ Who are those whose names a 

book of life? heaven look 

✓ How does the road which leads to heaveh 

like? 
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Hell a place you must not go 

Hell was not created for you and I, but for Satan and the 
other fallen angels who rebelled against God. This is a 
place of torment for all the disobedient awaiting final 
judgment when they will be thrown into the lake of fire; 

"The seayave up the deadwho were in it. 'Death and 'Hades 
{or, Heff} yave up the dead who were in them. They were 
Judyed, each one accordiny to his works:." Tgvelation 20 : 1 3 
afso check 'Matthew 


Because of the horrible nature of the place, Christ always 
admonished His disciples to radically overthrow sin in 
their lives; 


"Ofyour riyht eye causes you to stumble, pluck it out and 
throw it away from you. Tor it is more proftahfe for you that 
one of your members should perish, than for your whole body 
to he cast into Qehenna." Matthew j ?:20 olso check 
Matthew iS:Cj 


The value of your soul is more than the whole world put 
together. Will it therefore be wise to trade your soul for 
even the subsets of things on earth?; 
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"Ror what does it profit a man, toyam the whole world, and 
forfeit his life?" 7Aarf8:$6 


Sin, no matter the degree will take any body to hell fire. 
That is why it should not be entertained. Some of the sins 
that will take many to hell fire and eventually the lake of 
fire are; 


"liven as they refused to have Gjod in their knowledye, Qod 
yave them up to a reprohate mind, to do those thinys which are 
not fittiny; heiny filled with all unriyhteousness, sexual 
immorality, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of 
envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil hahits, secret slanderers, 
backbiters, hateful to Qod, insolent, hauyhty, boastful, 
inventors of evil thinys, disobedient to parents, without 
understandiny, covenant breakers, without naturalaffection, 
unforyiviny, unmerciful; who, knowiny the ordinance of Qod, 
that those who practice such thinys are worthy of death, not 
only do the same, hut also approve of those who practice 
them." Romans 1:28-32 also check Revelation 2i:8; 
Revelation 22;y; Galatians y;iC)-2i 
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discussion 

✓ What is the description of hell. 

✓ What is the difference between 


hell and the lake 


>^What are some of the contemporary sins that will 
/^ryo^identified with one of those sins? 

-/ How does the road which leads to hell loo 

✓ how does one walk in the spirit? 
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Suffering for Christ's sake 

When you seek first the kingdom of God, then surely you 
will suffer persecution; 

",., but he will receive one hundredtimes more now in this 
time, houses, frotfers, sisters, mothers, children, and land, 
with persecutions; andin the aye to come eternallife." Tviarf 
i0:z8~$0 also checfjohn 77 


Christ made us aware that so far as men hated Him, they 
will also hate us and persecute us simply because we are 
His followers; 


"Remember the word that 0 said to you: 'A servant is not 
yreater than his lord' Of they persecuted me, they will also 
persecute you. Of they kept my word, they will keep yours 
also. "Oohn 1^:20 


This prophecy of Christ was vividly manifested in the life 
of the early disciples; 

"They therefore departed from the presence of the council, 
rejoiciny that they were countedworthy to suffer dishonor for 
Oesus'name." Acts 
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Paul makes us to understand that by the reason of the 
power that is working within us, persecution will be the 
automatic consequence; 


"Therefore don't he ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, 
nor of me his prisoner; hut endure hardship for the Good 
News according to thepower ofQod,"z Timothy i:S 


Therefore he said that everyone that will like to live a 
godly life in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution; 


"yes, andaff\who desire to five yodhy in Christ Jesus wihfsuffe 
persecution, "z Timothy 3,-/2 


And because he himself led a godly life, he was able to 
predict to the disciples at Thessalonica that they were 
going to be persecuted and truly that prediction came to 
pass; 


"thatno one he movedhy these afffictions. Toryou know that 
we are appointedto this task. Tor most certainty, when we were 
with you, we toldyou beforehand that we are to suffer 
affliction, even as it happened, and you know..." 
i Thessa fonians$:$ ~y 
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It is impossible especially in this end-time to decide to live 
for God holistically and not suffer persecution in one way 
or the other. 


discussion 

✓ DO professing disciples View 


suffering for Christs 


sake as a blessing? 

/ Are you living a godly life in 


Christ devoid of lies 


and hypocrisy? disciple 

✓ What other scriptures show that 

must suffer for his faith in Christ? 
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The faith on trial 

If you claim to be a true disciple of Christ then surely your 
faith in Christ will be tested in one way or the other; 


"that the proof of your faith, which is more precious thanyo(d 
that perishes even thoucjh it is testedby fre, may he foundto 
res u ft in praise, yfory, and honor at the revefation of r ]esus 
Christ" {Peter i: J 


The writer of 1 Peter in this letter is trying to make us 
understand the necessity of our faith being tested. 
Though the testing is not at all pleasant at first sight, it 
however brings about tremendous spiritual blessings to 
the individual just as Paul also makes us to know (it works 
patience in our lives); 


"tNotonfy this, hut we afso rejoice in our sufferinys, hnowiny 
that sufferiny worhs perseverance; andperseverance, proven 
character; and proven character, hope: and hope doesn't 
disappoint us, because Cjods (ove has been pouredout into our 
hearts throuyh the 'Hofy Spirit who was yiven to us." 
Ppmansy:$~y 


To the Corinthian church, Paul made them aware that 
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there was conning a time that their faith was going to be 
tried in fire to know what sought of material it was made 
of; 


"Tor no one can fay any other foundation than that which has 
been [aid, which is Jesus Christ. Hut if anyone huifds on the 
foundation with yold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay, or 
stuhhle; each man's worfwillhe revealed. Tor the Uay will 
declare it, because it is revealed in fire; ..." 
iCo rin thiansj,: //- /j? 

Paul was a man who suffered a lot of persecution, but did 
not allow it to stop him from running the Christian race 
well. He could boldly declare to the church in Rome that; 

",., Tor 0 am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor 
anyels, nor p 

come, nor powers, norheiyht, nor depth, nor any other created 
thiny, willhe able to separate us from the love ofQod, which is 
in Christ Jesus our Lord." Hymans <£33 -33 

Let us also bear in mind that we will also be tested or tried 
for our faith just as the Hebrew boys' own was tried. In 
that scenario, the glory of God was revealed in the midst 
of their trial; 


rincipalities, nor fhinys present, nor fhinys to 
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"He answered, Look, 0 see four men loose, walking in the 
midst of the fire, andthey have no hurt; andthe aspect of the 
fourth is life a son of thepods." Daniel^: 2j? 


There is therefore tremendous benefit that will accrue to 
us when we pass through persecutions and trials for 
Christ's sake. 


discussion 

•/ Do men know of the 


benefit of suffering for 


Christ? 

-/ do they know that it is a pre 


-requisite to make it 


What^are the scriptures that attest to this fact? 
•/ Do you bear the marks of Christ on you? 
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Disciples indeed 

Jesus taught that those who keep his commandments 
really abide in His love. Therefore to abide in the love of 
Christ, you need to keep His sayings and 
commandments; 


"Ofyou keep my commandments,you willremain in my fove; 
even as 0 have feptmy father's commandments, andremain 
in his fove. "John 1^:10 also checkOohn 14:23-24 


These are a gist of Christ's sayings and teachings; 

"Seeiny the multitudes, he went up onto the mountain. 'When 
he had sat down, his disciples came to him. 'He opened his 
mouth and tauyht them, sayiny,... 'Even so, letyour liyht 
shine before men; that they may see your yood worlj, and 
ylorifyyour Eather who is in heaven." ^Matthew 3:1-16 also 
checfLufe 6:20-4 5?; Luke 14:11-14,26-33; John cjy 


"Jvtosf certainly, 0 telly ou, if a person keeps my word, he will 
never see death. "OohnSyi 


Jesus also taught that those who continue in His 
teachings are indeed His disciples. An important point to 
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note here is that spiritual stagnation is a sin and it is not 
tolerated in the sight of God; 

"Whoever remains in him doesn't sin. Whoever sins hasn't 
seen him, neither knows him." flohn $:6 afso check John 
1J:1~10; John 8:12, 29-36; John ltg-10 


— a,, 

the sayings and commandments °f Chris , 

✓ According to the standards set by Christ, 

his disciples indeed? in 

✓ What steps are you go.ng to take from 

thp face of what you have heard? 

*/ What is your understanding of this scripture: 
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WHO IS GOD? 


No man can know the totality of His being, but can only 
progress in the knowledge of Him as He reveals Himself 
to him by the agency of His spirit. The clear definitions of 
God are; 


Ojodis one; "'Hear, Osraef Hahweh is our Qod, Hahweh is one:" 
Deuteronomy 6:4 "Now a mediator is not between one, hutQodis 
one." Ojafatians^ZO 

Cjodis love; "He who doesn ‘tlove doesn ’tfnow Qod, for Qodis (ove." 
{John 4:8 

•8 Gjodis fiyht; "his is the message which we have heardfrom him and 
announce to you, that Qodis fiyht, andin him is no darfness at ad." 
/ John /,-j? 

•8 Gjodis a consuming fre; "Hr Hahwehyour Qodis a devouring 
fire, aJeafous Qod" Deuteronomy 4:Z4"for our Ciod is a 
consuminy fre." Hebrews i2:2CJ 

"8 Gjod is a spirit; ‘Hodis spirit, and those who worship him must 




WHO IS GOD? 


wars 


'flip in spirit and f rutf. "Oofm 4:24 


From the above definitions of God, you come to 
appreciate the fact that mortal man cannot and should not 
try to bottle God. He is the creator and sustainer of all 
things. 


discussion 

y/ Can any man know 


God by himself? 


How does God look like? 

✓ ,s it a sin to try to bottle God? G,ve reasons. 

✓ Why should 1 know the definitions of God . 

•/ How can 1 apply them to my life as am created in 

His image? Give scriptural backing. 


CHAPTER EIGHT 


The Godhead 

Remember we have already established in our previous 
lesson that God cannot be put in a straitjacket. Whatever 
we know about Him now is only partial knowledge until He 
appears to take us home. Therefore whatever we need to 
know that we were not privileged to know shall be made 
clear; 


"Tor now we see in a mirror, dimly, hut den face to face. Now 
0 know in part, hut then 0 wiff know fuffy, even as 0 was also 
fuffy known. "i Corinthians 1$:iZ 

There is nothing impossible for God to do. He is able to do 
things which beat the imaginations of men, but can only 
be grasped by faith in His word. Even though God is one, 
He in His own eternal purpose and sovereignty chose to 
reveal Himself in three different ways as though He is 
separate and distinct from Himself in the Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit and yet He is the same God (eternally existing 
as the Godhead) for His own redemptive purpose; 


"Therefore yo, andmake disciples of aff nations, haptiziny 
them in the name of the Tatherandif the Son andif the Noly 
Spirit," Matthew zS;iCj also check Romans i:ZO; Acts lJ:Zq 


WHO IS GOD? 


WhaUircsthe various views about the Godhead? 

:r^;rjrr:r=- 

plays in your life? 
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The Son of God 

Jesus Christ according to scripture is the son of God as 
well as God Himself. How this is able to happen I cannot 
explain by my mortal limitation, but by faith I believe this 
truth with all my heart; 

"Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my Cjodt" 
John 2.0:2.% 


Scripture teaches that during His journeying on this earth 
for our redemption, He was the embodiment of the 
Godhead; 

"Tor in him ad the fullness of the Qodhead dwells hodily," 
Colossians zy also checfz Corinthiansy:iy 


And without any controversy whatsoever (although many 
may argue), He is the accredited name by which anyone 
no matter his or her status and stature must be saved; 


"There is salvation in none other, for neither is there 
name under heaven, that isyiven amony men, hy 
must he saved" Acts 4:12 


any other 
which we 


WHO IS GOD? 


-a- 

and at the same time God? 

isr.s:.’-----'- 

saved? 
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The Holy Spirit 

He is the Spirit of God or Christ. In other words He is God 
Himself, for God is Spirit and His Spirit is holy; 

"Qodis spirit, and dose who worship him must worship in 
spirit and f ruth. "John 4:24 afso chechjZ Corinthians$:1J 

The Holy Spirit is the seal of the redemption of man; 

"who afso seated us, andyave us the down payment of the 
Spirit in our hearts." 2 Corinthians i:2Z afso check. 
"Ephesians 1:1$; Ephesians 4^0 

Therefore if any one does not possess the Holy Spirit or 
the life of Christ, then he has no business proclaiming 
Himself to be a son of God; 

"Hutyou are notin theffesh hut in the Spirit, if it is so that the 
Spirit ofQoddweffsinyou. Hut if any man doesn't have the 
Spirit of Christ, he is not his. "Homans 8y 


WHO IS GOD? 


DISCUSSION 

✓ Why is the Holy Spirit God? he 

✓ What role does the Holy Spint play m 

redemption of man? symbo , s used t0 depict the 

✓ What .® re , , Give scriptural backing for 

Holy Spirit in the BiDie. oiv 

your answer. 



WHAT A SHERPHED MUST KNOW 


Christ Jesus (who is the good shepherd), taught His 
disciples who a good shepherd really is; 


"0 am thepoodshepherd. The poodshepherdfays down his 
fife for the sheep. 7 -te who is a hiredhand, andnot a shepherd, 
who doesn't own the sheep, sees the wolf cominp, (eaves the 
sheep, and flees. The wolf snatches the sheep, and scatters 
them. The hired handflees because he is a hired hand, and 
doesn 'tcare for the sheep. 0 am thepoodshepherd. 0 hnow mp 
own, andI'm hnown hp mp own; "%hn 10:11-14 


First and foremost we know from Christ that a good 
shepherd is one who lays down his life for the sheep. This 
means that a good shepherd should love the sheep by 
sacrificing himself for it. In applying this to a leader in the 
church, he must live a sacrificial life for the sake of the 




WHAT A SHERPHED MUST KNOW 


sheep just as the apostles did; 


"Heboid, this is the thirdtime 0 am ready to come toyou, and 
0 wiffnot he a harden to you; for 0 seehnotyour possessions, 
hutyou. Tor the children ouyhtnottosave up for the parents, 
hut the parents for the children. 0 willmostyladly spendand 
he spent foryour souls. Of 9 loveyou more abundantly, am 0 
lovedthe less? Hut he it so, 0 didnot myselfburden you. Hut, 
heiny crafty, 0 cauyht you with deception. Did 0 tahe 
advantaye of you by anyone of them whom 0 have sent to 
you? 0 exhorted Titus, and 0 sent the brother with him. Did 
Titus tahe any advantaye of you? Didn 'twe walfin the 
spirit? Didn't we waif in the same steps?" Z Corinthii 
iZ:i4~iS also checfi Thessalonians ZjS 


isame 


vans 


The good shepherd must know that his main tools to aid 
him in carrying out his mandate is the rod and the staff, 
which is the word of God; 


"yahweh is my shepherd: 0 shalllachnothiny. Ode mah.es me 
lie down inyreen pastures. Tde leads me beside stillwaters. Tde 
restores my soul. Odeyuides me in the paths of riyhteousness 
for his name 'ssahe. £ten thouyh 0 walh throuyh the valley of 
the shadow of death, 0 willfear no evil, for you are with me. 
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your rodand your staff, they comfort me. you prepare a 
table before me in the presence of my enemies, you anoint my 

Suretyyoodness andloviny 


cup runs over. 


headwith oil. JSy cup 
hindness shallfollow me altthe days of my life, and0 wiltdwelt 
in yahweh's house forever." Psalm ZC 


He is therefore charged not to hide anything that will be 
beneficial to the salvation of those who hear him (the 
flock). That is, he must make known to them the whole 
counsel of God; 


""Every writiny inspiredtoy Cjod{literally, Gjod-hreathed} is 
profitable for teachiny, for reproof for correction, and for 
instruction which is in riyhteousness," Z Timothy $;{Ij also 
chechjActs ZO:ZJ 


The shepherd must know that he is a watchman over the 
flock of God and as such his own salvation is also 
dependent on the kind of message or food he gives to the 
flock of God (if he gives them poison to die he will be 
judged, and if he nourishes them he will be rewarded); 


"Pay attention to yourself andtoyour teachiny. Continue in 
these thinys, for in doiny this you wiltsave bothyourself and 
those who hear you. "iTimothy 4:i6 
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Psalm 23 should be clearly understood by every true or 
good shepherd. From this psalm we realize that the 
needs of the flock come on top of the priority of the 
shepherd and also identifies with the problems of the 
flock. In simple terms love is the motivation of every good 
shepherd, as he is not in to profit from the sheep. 

A good shepherd shares fellowship with the flock, just as 
Christ shared fellowship with His disciples. From our 
lesson in psalm 23, no good shepherd will give the flock 
food without water. The leader after he has fed the sheep 
with the word of God, he is also expected to intercede for 
them; 

"JAy little children, of whom 0 am ayain in travail until 
Christ is formedin you" Qalatians 4:ig also check Colossians 
i-y-, Rpmans ly-, "Ephesians l:iy~l6; i Thessalonians 1:2; 2 
Timothy 1$; Philemon 4 

Every good leader therefore must be a very serious 
intercessor. It is the intercession that will help them easily 
assimilate the word of God, just like water does 
indigestion. Without intercession or prayer in the life of 
the shepherd, he will only preach letters which will lead to 
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the death of the flock. Christ was an intercessor and still 
is; 


"'Who is he who condemns? Otis Christ who died,yes rather, 
who was raisedCom the dead, who is at the riyhthandofQod, 
who afso makes intercession for us." Romans 8:34 


The heartbeat of the shepherd should be to guard the 
flock from wolves in sheep skin; 


"Take heed, therefore, to yourselves, and to ad the flock w 
which the T-toly Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd 
the assembly of the Lordand Qodwhich he purchasedwith 
his own hlood.Tor 0 know that after my departure, vicious 
wolves will°mter in amonyyou, notspariny the flock Oden will 
arise from amonyyour own selves, speakiny perverse thinys, 
to draw away the disciples after them Therefore watch, 
rememheriny that for a periodof three years 0 didn't cease to 
admonish everyone niyhtandday with tears." Acts Z0:Z8~$1 


These wolves are the false teachers and prophets, 
whose messages have the potential of leading the flock 
astray. Therefore it is the duty of the good shepherd to 
identify these false prophets and teachers in order to 
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evict them from the church or guard the flock from those 
who are without. The wolves according to Paul are 
earthly minded; 


"brothers, he imitators together of me, and note those who 
waff this way, even as you have us for an e^ampfe. Tor many 
waff of whom 0 tofdyou often, andnow teffyou even weepiny, 
as the enemies of the cross of Christ, whose endis destruction, 
whoseyodis the heffy, andwhoseyfory is in their shame, who 
thin faboutearthfy thinys. " 1?hifippians$:iJ~ig 


If they are earthly minded then that means they are not 
teaching the kingdom, and neither are they making the 
kingdom of God their top most priority. The kingdom of 
God is not materialism (meat and drink). Owing to the 
infiltration of false prophets these days, the true 
shepherd's eyes should always be filled with tears for the 
sheep because of love for them; 


"Arise, cry out in the niyht, at the heyinniny of the watches; 
Tour outyour heart fife water before the face of the Hard: Lift 
up your hands towardhim for the fife ofyouryouny chifdren, 
that faint for hunyer at the head of every street." 
Lamentations Z:ity 
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""My eye runs down wit ft streams of water, for the destruction 
of the daughter of my peopte." Lamentation3:48 

There is no way a good shepherd can lead the flock if he 
does not know his bearing. The reason why messages on 
holiness are dying out these days is simply because the 
leaders themselves are not living holy lives. If a blind man 
leads his fellow, this is what happens; 

“Leave them atone. Lhey are htindyuides of the htind Of the 
hfindyuide the htind, hath wittfattinto a pit" Matthew 

We can therefore preach holiness when we are holy 
ourselves. If we are able to deal with our sins then we can 
also deal with that of others; 


",.. you hypocrite! ^irst remove the beam out of your own 
eye, and then you can see ctearty to remove the speck out of 
your brother s eye." "Matthew J:3~3 


However, a good shepherd must manifest the fruit of the 
spirit as is very vital in helping him carry out his duties; 


"Hut the fruit of the Spirit is tove,joy, peace, patience, 
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kindness, goodness, faitfi,aentfeness, and seff-controf..." 
Qafatians^:ZZ~zS 


discussion 

y Who is a shepherd? 

V Who is a good shepherd? 

Who is a bad shepherd? 

/ What scriptures differentiate 
from a wolf in sheep clothing? 


the good shepherd 


CHAPTER NINE 


Humility and servanthood 

God is very much opposed to pride. It was pride that led 
to the downfall of Lucifer. Scripture tells us about the way 
God views pride; 


'"Everyone who is proud in heart is an abomination to 
yahweh: they shaft certainty not he unpunished." Proverbs 
i6y afso chec frames 4:6 


From our lesson on grace, we learned that it is the 
empowerment to depart from iniquity so that we can fulfill 
our mission on earth. However, to get this grace we need 
to be humble. It was through humility that God gave man 
redemption from sin; 


"And heiny found in human form, he humhfed himsetf 
hecominy obedient to death, yes, the death of the cross." 
r oiansZ:8 


We must also learn from our savior to be humble. Let us 
bear in mind that humility is a choice but is also a pre¬ 
requisite for our healing or deliverance; 
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my p 

themsefves, andbray, andseefmy face, and(urn from their 
wickedways; den will 0 hear from heaven, andwiffforyive 
their sin, andwiffheafitheirfand." 2 Chronic(esJ:i 4 

Christ therefore taught His disciples what humility entails 
and the fact that, if one is not humble, he will not be able 
to gain eternal life; 

'"Most certainty 0 tedyou, whoever wiff not receive the 
%inydom ofQodfife a fittfe chifd, he wiff in no way enter into 
it ." Mar(jO:iy afso check Matthew 18:4 

Disciples of Christ are therefore supposed to humble 
themselves as a matter of necessity. We are taught by 
the apostles to also be humble so we can serve one 
another; 

",., hut in humifity, each counting others better than himseff 
each of you notjust foohjny to his own thinys, hut each of you 
afso to the thinys of others. Tfave this inyour mind, which was 
afso in Christ Jesus,.. " IPhifippians 2 : 2-8 

It is however important to note that humility is a command 
that all true disciples of Christ must obey, for in heaven no 



eopte, who are caded hy my name, shad humhte 
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proud person is found there. As the point has already 
been made clear, humility is the path way to making 
spiritual progress as taught by the Apostles Paul, James 
and Peter; 

"Therefore Gjodalso hiyhfyj e^aftedhim, andyave to him the 
name which is above every name;" Thifippians Z:J also check. 
James 4:i0; / Teterjd 


And this is through sacrifice (selflessness), just like our 
savior made Himself of no reputation. 


discussion 

✓ What is the Biblical definition of pride 
•/ What is the Biblical definition of humility 
•/ What makes men proud? 

a believer to be humble? 
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The message of a good shepherd 

To help us know what goes on in the church of God, we 
need to use the churches in Asia as a case study; 


"the mystery oftfie seven stars which you saw in my riyht 
hand, and the seven yolden lampstands. The seven stars are 
the anyefs of the seven assemhfies. The seven lampstands are 
seven assemhfies." tyvelation i:ZO 


The church in Ephesus 

"To the anyefif the assemhfy in Tphesus write: "’He who holds 
the seven stars in his riyht hand, he who walhjamony the seven 
yolden lampstands says these thinys: 0 knowyour worhs', and 
your toil andperseverance, and that you can't tolerate evil 
men, and have tested those who call themselves apostles, and 
they are not, andfound f hem false..." Revelation Z:i~ r J 


In Ephesus the believers were taught to labour for the 
Lord, to be patient, reprove evil, evict false apostles but 
left their first love though they hated the deeds of the 
Nicolaitans. From this church we can learn that a good 
shepherd is supposed to teach the flock to labour for God 
in love; 
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"Tor Gjodis notunriyhteous, so as to foryetyour worfandthe 
fahor of fove which you showedtowardhis name, in that you 
servedthe saints, and stiff r Io serve them." Hebrews 6:iO 


The good shepherd is also supposed to teach the flock to 
be obedient to God's word and be patient in all things, 
waiting for the promises of God; 


"Hutyou didfoffow my teachiny, conduct, purpose, faith, 
patience, fove, steadfastness, "z Timothy$:i0 


We as leaders are not supposed to be part-takers of evil 
but to dissociate ourselves from them and to expose 
them; 


"'Have no feffowship with the unfruitfufworfs ofdarfness, hut 
rather even reprove them." Ephesians 


It is the duty of the good shepherd as already delved into 
in our previous lesson to identify wolves in sheep cloths 
and to guard the flock from such; 


"Tafe heed, therefore, to yoursefves, and to aff the ffocf in 
which the Hofy Spirit has madeyou overseers, to shepherdthe 
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assemhhj of the Lordand Qodwhich he purchased with his 
own h food..." Acts 20 : 28~$1 


Good shepherds teach their flock to maintain their love 
for God as they believed and to also abound in that same 
love of God; 

"Hut whoever keeps his word, Cjods love has most certainhj 
been perfected in him. This is how we know that we are in 
him: "l ( ]ohn2:'?alsocheck2 Thessafoniansj,:^ 


The leader is also expected to help every member of the 
church to identify their role in the body of Christ and to 
function as such; 


"Hutto each one is c/iven the manifestation of the Spirit for 
the profit of all "l Corinthians 12: J 


discussion 

y Can you see such a church in 
/ Are you that type of church? 


our time? 


' 107 ' 


CHAPTER NINE 


The church in Smyrna 

"To the any elif the assembly in Smyrna write: "The first and 
the last, who was dead, andhas come to life says these thinys: 0 
know your works, oppression, andyourpoverty lhut you are 
rich], andthe blasphemy of those who say they are ]ews, and 
they are not, hut are a synayoyue of Satan..." 
Revelation 2:8-11 


From this church we find out that though they were a poor 
church (financially) they were able to endure tribulation. 
The good shepherd therefore is the one who arms the 
flock against persecutions for righteousness sake; 


"0 have toldyou these thinys, that in meyou may have peace. 
On the world you have oppression; hut cheer up! 0 have 
overcome the world. "Oohn 1633 


He also teaches them to endure hardship as good 
soldiers who are in combat and as such must suffer for 
their savior because of the power which works in them; 

"you therefore must endure hardship, as ayoodsoldier of 
ChristOesus."2 Timothy 2:3 
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-rrrr— 

■</ Are you prepared t 


Christ? 

V Have you 


ever suffered for righteousness sake? 
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The church in Pergamum 

"To the anyelof the assembly in Teryamum write: "’He who 
has the sharp two- 
worhs 1 and where you dwell, where Satan's throne is. Hou 

my faith in the days 
of Anti pas my witness, my faithfulme, who was filledamony 
you, where Satan dwells..." Revelation ZriZ-iJ 

This was a church which held fast the name of Christ and 
did not deny him in the face of persecution. Christ 
however had these against them in that, they tolerated 
false doctrine and robbed the people of their priestly 
duties. From this church we are made to understand that 
leaders are to prepare their flock to be steadfast in their 
love and devotion to Christ and to witness Him before 
men no matter the cost; 

"’Rut whoever denies me before men, him 0 will also deny 
heforemyTatherwhois in heaven." Matthew 10$$ 

A good shepherd is supposed to check the teachings that 
go on in the church. He is also supposed to maintain 
sound doctrine by rightly dividing the word of truth; 


holdfirmly to my name, anddidn 'tdeny 


edyedsword says these thinys: 0 fnowyour 
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"... he uryent in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, 
andexhort, with adpatience and teaching. Tor the time wid 
come when they wid not fisten to the sound doctrine,,.. 

Z Timothy 

They are also expected to encourage their members to 
use their spiritual gifting and call, to the benefit of the 
whole church; 

"Hutto each one isyiven the manifestation of the Spirit for the 
profit of ad." i Corinthians i2jJ 


discussion 

■J What is the doctrine of Balaam. 

•/ What is the doctrine of the Nicolaitans 
✓ How is it manifesting these days? 
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The church in Thyatira 

"To the anyelof the assembly in Thyatira write:"The Son of 
Cjod, who has his eyes life a flame of fire, andhis feet are life 
burnished brass, says these thinys: 0 know your wor 
love, faith, service, patient, endurance, and that your last 
warfare more than the first..." Revelation Z:< 8 -Z 3 



From this church we understand they show love, they 
serve, they are faithful and patient. These we have 
already touched on in other lessons. God however was 
not happy with them because His institution and criteria of 
leadership was violated. We as leaders therefore should 
be careful how we appoint leadership as we will be held 
accountable one day. We are not supposed to allow 
women to exercise authority over men (but should be 
actively involved in ministry) though they can do so with 
their fellow women and children. Without any gender 
prejudice, I believe this is God's ordained system of 
leadership in the church; 


"letyour wives beep silent in the assemblies, for it has not been 
permittedlor them to speak hut let them he in subjection, as 
the law also says. Of they desire to learn anythiny, let them ash 
their own husbands at home, for it is shamefullor a woman to 
chatterintheassembly...< Corinthians <4:34-38 
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"Hut 0 don't permit a woman to teach, nor to exercise 
authority over a man, hut to he in quietness."{Timothy ZriZ 


%r° N *e Biblical stand on women in 

✓ "is the Biblical stand on women in ministry? 

✓ What were the teachings of Jezebel. 
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The church in Sardis 

"And to the anyelof the assembly in Sardis write: " 7 -fe who 
has the seven Spirits of Qod, and the seven stars says these 
thinys: "0 know your work', thatyou have a reputation of 
heiny alive, hut you are dead. TVahe up, andkeep the thinys 
that remain, which you were about to throw away, for 0 have 
found no work of yours perfected before my Qod..." 
Revelation $:1~6 


The main problem God had with this church was that, 
their works were not perfect before Him. It is interesting to 
note that God even pronounces a curse on those who do 
His work anyhow as revealed in the Old Testament; 

"Cursedhe he who does the worfofyahweh neyliyently; and 
cursed he he who keeps hack his sword from blood" 
Oeremiah 48:10 


Leaders are therefore expected to teach their flock to be 
diligent in their work for God and to live perfect lives since 
Christ is coming for a church without spot or wrinkle; 

"that he miyhtpresent the assembly to himselfyloriously, not 
haviny spot or wrinkle or any such thiny; hut that it should he 
holy andwithout blemish." Ephesians*):ZJ 
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V^Whatdoes it mean to be perfect before God? 
■/ is there any consideration for y 
heaven apart from living a pure life? 


into 
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The church in Philadelphia 

"To the anyelof the assembly in Philadelphia write: "’He who 
is holy, be wbo is true, be wbo bas tbe fey ofT)avid, be wbo 
opens andno one can shut, andwbo shuts andno one opens, 
says these tbinys: 0 know your worfs' [bebofd, 0 have set 
before you an open door, which no one can shut), thatyou 
have a fittfe power, an 
name..." < Rpvelation$:J~1$ 

Christ had nothing against this church simply because 
they were faithful with the little strength He gave them. 
Leaders are therefore expected to encourage their flock 
to put to use the little gift or talent they have. God 
continues to grace us with more of such if only we are 
faithful with the little; 

"He said to him, "Welldone, youyoodservant! because you 
were foundfaithfulwith very little,you shallhave authority 
over ten cities." Tu Ip ityij 


d kept my word, anddidn't deny my 


This is one of the path ways to spiritual progress in the 
Lord. If a good shepherd teaches these, his flock is set to 
grow into maturity. 
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discussion 

✓ Why was God pleased with this ohur . 

■/ What are the other path ways 


progress? 


spiritual 
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The church of the Laodiceans 

"To the anyefof the assemhfy in Laodicea write: "The Amen, 
the Taithfufand True Witness, the TfeadofCjods creation, 
says these thincjs: 0 hnowyour wor 
nor hot. 0 wish you were co(d or hot. So, because you are 
fufewarm, andneither hot nor cold, 0 willvomit you out of 
my mouth..."Tavelation 

This church was a church for the people in that, it was the 
people who determined the kind of messages they 
wanted to hear. This is clearly known by how Christ 
addressed them. They could boast of so many physical 
things but performed poorly on the scale of God. Leaders 
in this age are supposed to be very careful as people 
have itching ears according to prophesy; 

"Tor the time wiff come when they willnot listen to the sound 
doctrine, hut, haviny itchiny ears, willheap up for themselves 
teachers after their own fusts; and wiff turn away their ears 
from the truth, andiurn aside to fa hies, "z Timothy 4:3-4 

The leader is therefore expected to check the motivations 
of his heart very well, as it could determine the message 
he delivers. As already learned in previous lessons, the 


hs 1 , that you are neither cofd 
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path way to knowing the truth is to love God with all our 
heart (searching for him with our all). People normally get 
the type of leader they want. If they want to continue to 
drink, they will get a leader who condones drinking and if 
they want to continue to fornicate and commit adultery, 
they will follow a leader who even has concubines. 
However, a good leader should be a man who loves God, 
and is loved by God. God will always give such a man 
food for His people according to the need per time; 


" 77 w Lordsaid, "'Who then is the faithfulandwise steward, 
whom his lord willset over his household, to jive them their 
portion of foodat the ric/ht times? "Luke i2:42 


scale. 
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TJhata minister mustf fee fr 


rom 


A good shepherd should not be a man of greed; 


" 77 vs is a faithfufsayiny: if a man see fs the office of an overseer 
he desires ayoodwork. 77 le overseer therefore must he without 
reproach, the husband of one wife, temperate, sensihfe, 
modest, hospitahfe, yood at teaching; not a drinher, not 
viofent, noty reedy for money, hutyentfe, notcjuarrefsome, not 
covetous; "i Timothy 


The love of money has caused so many leaders to depart 
from the faith. The love of it makes one economical with 
the truth just because of undue advantage; 


"These are murmurers andcompfainers, wafhjny after their 
fusts [andtheir mouth speafs proudthinys], showiny respect 
of persons toyain advantaye. "Jude if 


Paul therefore advised Timothy to flee from the love of 
money for it is the genesis of all evil that happens to most 
men; 
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",.. Hut those who are determined to he rich faff into a 
temptation anda snare andmany foolish andharmfullusts, 
such as drown men in ruin anddestruction. Tor the love of 
money is a root of allhinds of evil Some have been ledastray 
from the faith in their yreed, and have pierced themselves 
throuyh with many sorrows, "f Timothy 6y~iO 

What a man of God should pursue 

The man of God is rather advised to chase after these; 


"'But you, man of Qod, flee these thinys, and follow after 
riyhteousness,yodliness, faith, love, patience, andyentleness. 
Tiyht the yoodfiyht offaith, day hold of the eternal life to 
whichyou were called, and you confessedtheyoodconfession in 
thesiyhtofmany witnesses."i Timothy 6: Z /-/2 

/ What are the virtues a shepherd must 
/Which other scriptures instruct the good 

r;r 

were destroyed for the love of money ahdgr . 
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The rewards of a shepherd 

Jesus Christ during his stay on earth raised disciples who 
would later continue with His legacy. An important prayer 
He prayed to the father was that those He gave Him, He 
had been able to keep them except the son of perdition; 


"While 0 was with them in the world, 0 hept them in your 
name. Those whomyou haveyiven me 0 have hept. None of 
them is lost, except the son of destruction, that the Script 
miyhthe fulfilled "John iJ:iZ 


ure 


It is therefore important to note that the work of the 
Christian leader is to keep the flock or help them to 
remain in the faith. Christ gave this command to His 
disciples; 


"you didn't choose me, hut 0 chose you, andappointedyou, 
thatyoushouldyo andhear fruit, andthat your fruit should 
remain; that whatever you willasfofthe Tather in my name, 
he mayyive ittoyou. "John iy:l6 


The shepherd has no reward in heaven if those he was 
leading are not able to make it to heaven. No wonder 
Christ even prayed an advance prayer for Peter that he 
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be saved from Satan's temptation. Paul knew this and 
that is why he used to weep for the churches he founded. 
Preach what Christ has instructed you, and you will save 
your own soul; 

"Therefore 0 testify to you this day that 0 am cfean from the 
hfoodofadmen,"Acts Z0:Z6 


One also gets a reward for taking people to heaven; 

"Tor what is our hope, 
even you, before oi 
{ Thessafonians 2:icj 


oryoy, 


or crown or re, 


Hard Oesus at hi j 


frejoiciny ? Osn't it 


is comma 


0 " 


Many people will therefore enter heaven without a soul 
winners crown simply because they were not able to 
secure the souls of those they preached to. 
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The progressive revelation of God 

Let Philippians 3:7-16, 2Peter 1:1-10 and John 15:1-6 be 
your guiding principle in the Christian faith. 
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ARE YOU PREPARED 
FOR CHRIST'S 
SECOND COMING? 


Please note that... 

The first Adam disobeyed God and because of his 
disobedience sin entered the human race, resulting in the 
spiritual death and separation of man from God; 
“Therefore, as sin entered into the world through one 
man, and death through sin; and so death passed to all 
men, because all sinned...So then as through one 
trespass, all men were condemned; even so through one 
act of righteousness, all men were justified to life.” 
Romans 5:12-13,18. 

The last Adam (Jesus Christ) obeyed God in order to take 
away sin from the human race; “But God commends his 
own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us.” Romans 5:8. 

Your part of the arrangement is to receive the grace or 
free gift of God's salvation by faith (Romans 4:16-17). 
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You must understand faith without works is dead, so God 
expects you to obey and receive this free gift (but costly) 
salvation with your free will; “But as many as received 
him, to them he gave the right to become God's children, 
to those who believe in his name: who were born not of 

blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of 
the will of man, but of God.” John 1:12-13. 

The most important decision you have to make now is to 
be born again (John 3:1-8). Being born again is to repent 
of your sins and to submit yourself to be baptized by 
immersion (and not by sprinkling) as well as receive the 
Holy Spirit; “Peter said to them, "Repent, and be baptized, 
every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of sins, and you will receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit.” Acts 2:38. 

The grace of God is not a license for you to sin, but rather 
to receive strength to live in obedience to God's word 
(Titus 2:11-14). 

You therefore have to (as a matter of necessity) live a 
holy life and walk as Christ did, and not to live in 
hypocrisy; “However God's firm foundation stands, 
having this seal, "The Lord knows those who are his, and, 
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"Let everyone who names the name of the Lord depart 
from unrighteousness.”2 Timothy 2:19. 

“Everyone who has this hope set on him purifies himself, 
even as he is pure.” 1 John 3:3. 

If you walk in the light of the above scriptures and make 2 
Peter 1:2-10 your guiding principle, you will never live a 
defeated Christian life, thereby ensuring you are found in 
Christ even at His glorious appearing. 

I however caution that you beware of people who preach 
Another Gospel, Another Jesus and Another Spirit as in 
line with 2 Corinthians 11:1-4. 


For more information, 
please contact us via the following 
address: 

Revealed Oracles of God 
P. O. Box WY 423, Kwabenya 
Accra, Ghana-West Africa. 

+233 242 118 395 / +233 233 118 400 / 
+233 233 118 401 
revealedoracles@yahoo.com 
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